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New legislative boundaries met with criticism from local officials

By David Lombardo Gazette Reporter

March 15, 2012

CAPITAL REGION — Final plans for Assembly and state Senate boundaries in the Capital Region include a new Senate seat, some communities swapped between assemblymen and a potential Republican primary avoided for Assemblyman Peter Lopez.

The biggest change for November elections will be the addition of the 46th Senate District, which stretches from Montgomery County to Ulster County and represents the 63rd seat in the Senate. Senate Republicans added the seat because of their interpretation of the state constitution and said they located it in the Capital Region because of population growth in the area.

Schenectady County Democratic Committee Chairman Brian Quail doesn’t quibble with the introduction of a 63rd seat, but argues that it doesn’t belong where it was put and represents everything that is wrong with the redistricting process.

The district includes at least parts of Montgomery, Schenectady, Albany, Greene and Ulster counties.

Citing a lack of shared political history between the entangled communities, the odd shape of the district and the destruction of a seat located solely in Albany County, Quail said, “From every rational standpoint the district fails.”

In particular, he pointed to the lack of ties between the Bellevue neighborhood in Schenectady and its new political allies, with St. Johnsville at one geographic extreme and Kingston at the other.

The declared candidate for that district is Democrat Monica Arias Miranda, while Assemblyman George Amedore, R-Rotterdam, is the likely Republican candidate.

Quail added that Schenectady was also not served by the proposed 49th Senate District, which falls under the territory of Sen. Hugh Farley, R-Niskayuna. Under this seat, Schenectady residents would be in a district that includes the northwest corner of Herkimer County.

The Assembly changes made a little more sense for the city, he said. The eastern half of Schenectady will be part of a district with Niskayuna and Colonie, while the western portion continues to be linked to Montgomery County.

“This really is a tale of two cities. In one instance, it’s the city being treated well, and in the other it’s the city being treated very poorly,” Quail said.

Saratoga Springs will have its Assembly representation changed, as it leaves the district represented by James Tedisco, R-Glenville, and comes under the district of Tony Jordan, R-Jackson. The new district is much more rural and stretches up into Washington County.

Saratoga Springs Mayor Scott Johnson said he expects Jordan to do a fine job but said voters will likely have some “anxiety” about the change from Tedisco, who did a great job in his years of service.

In critiquing the new makeup of the district, Johnson said it seemed “unusual” and that the city was probably better served in a more urban district.

Also included in the final changes to the Assembly lines were tweaks to the 102nd District of Lopez, R-Schoharie. As initially proposed, it would have stretched into another Republican Assembly member’s district, but now it doesn’t.

Assemblyman Marc Butler, R-Newport, said the lines for the upstate members of the Assembly, including Schenectady, Montgomery, Fulton, Saratoga and Schoharie counties, make for larger districts than many of their downstate peers. These areas will all be included in districts where the population is above the average size and much higher than those in downstate areas.

He said these large districts are harder to represent and are a disservice to the people inside them.
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